
Americans don’t seem to agree on much these days, but there is one thing that community leaders, 
elected officials, and candidates for public office in Philadelphia and across the Commonwealth agree 
on: the sanctity and integrity of our election process is paramount. If Democracy is the lever, voting is 
the fulcrum. Fixed and stationary, over the years, our voting process has proved itself to be trustworthy 
and stalwart, able to both withstand and steady the shifting social and political pressures that we resolve 
through our system of self-governance. Even now, when the strain and tension of civil unrest, the global 
pandemic, and misinformation push, pull and threaten our nation.
The Committee of Seventy is a non-partisan, non-profit organization led and supported by a group of 
business and civic leaders to protect and improve the voting process and engage and educate citizens 
in our local democracy.  We have stood watch over elections through every local, state and national 
election cycle in Philadelphia since 1904. Over the years, the voting machinery, timing, and names on the 
ballot have changed, but our principles have remained the same: helping ensure safe, accessible and fair 
elections for all. We assure you that in 2020, Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania are 
ready and prepared for this election. Why are we confident?

We’ve invested heavily in secure voting. 
In 2019, lawmakers from both major parties recognized the benefits of voting by mail and granted 
all voters the right to this new way to vote in Pennsylvania. Because of the pandemic, over 3 million 
Pennsylvania voters will choose to exercise that option this fall.  And to maintain the integrity and 
security of this new voting process, Pennsylvania and our 67 counties invested more than $100 million in 
modern technology and new voting equipment over the past year. 

There are dozens of safeguards built into the election 
process.
Pennsylvania’s votes are protected by secure systems and checkpoints.  Pre-election training of election 
officials and poll workers, rigorous contingency planning, equipment testing and re-testing, adherence to 
a strict chain of custody for our ballots, the use of provisional ballots, a paper ballot trail, vote-counting 
systems not connected to the internet, cross-state data matching, and post-election audits are just a 
few of the many embedded protections to maintain election security.  Pennsylvania voters are also 
protected and have the right to vote privately and free from coercion, intimidation, or harassment. Law 
enforcement agencies are working collaboratively to coordinate efforts to strengthen protections on 
Election Day. 

We can all trust our local election officials and local media 
sources for information.
The U.S. Constitution expressly delegates conduct of elections to individual states, and in turn, states 
rely on county governments to carry out elections. The county election officials who manage voting, the 
poll workers who put in long hours on Election Day, and the local reporters whose bylines you read and 
broadcasts you listen to are our neighbors, friends, and the people we greet in the grocery store. They 
work before, during, and after Election Day to ensure the accurate count of every eligible vote and deliver 
critical information to voters. We owe them our gratitude and trust.
This is the most extraordinary election in our lifetimes.  We all have a job to do, whether as a voter, poll 
worker, or local official.  But the times demand patriotism and patience from all of us. Long lines and 
safety protocols due to the pandemic and the high level of interest in the election will create delays.  
Mistakes might happen along the way, but we should not place those mistakes in the mosaic of spurious 
conspiracies.  Keep in mind that Pennsylvania is one of only a few states that cannot begin processing 
mail-in ballots until  November 3, and because mail-in votes have multiple security features built into 
them, they will take longer to count. Counting every vote is essential, and being thorough and accurate is 
more important than being fast. We will probably not see final results on election night, but only because 
officials need to make sure all votes count.  Let’s settle in for Election Week. When it comes to counting 
votes, we should value accuracy over speed.
As the birthplace of independence, ours is a city built with courageous optimism and pride by individuals 
united in their shared Constitutional vision to ensure domestic tranquility, promote the general welfare, 
and form a more perfect union. Philadelphia, and this nation, were established by citizens who were 
unafraid to test a bold new experiment in self-governance. On November 3, and in the days after, 
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania will once again show the world what Democracy looks like. We are ready. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

CHAIR 
Michael R. Stiles, Esq.

VICE CHAIR 
Eric Kraeutler, Esq.  
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

VICE CHAIR 
Marilyn Z. Kutler, Esq,  
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis 
LLP

SECRETARY  
Thomas A. Decker, Esq. 
Cozen O’Connor

TREASURER 
Laura LaRosa 
Glenmede

Barbara Adams, Esq.

Bruce D. Armon, Esq. 
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

David Buck 
Philadelphia Phillies

Michael C. Carbone

Cristina Cavalieri, Esq. 
Thomas Jefferson University

Howard J. Davis, Esq. 
Kleinbard LLC

Anthony E. Gay 
PECO

Jay Goldstein 
Spring Garden Lending

George S. Hasenecz 
Brandywine Realty Trust

 

Michelle Hong 
Northern Trust Corporation

Anne Marie F. Hughes

Thomas A. Hutton 
Independence Blue Cross

Philip P. Jaurigue 
Sabre Systems, Inc.

Adam E. Laver, Esq.  
Blank Rome LLP

Sue Lonergan 
Fulton Bank, NA

Bret S. Perkins 
Comcast Corporation 

Nancy R. Peterson 
Allied Universal Security

Dianne L. Semingson 
DLS International

David B. Thornburgh 
Committee of Seventy

Judith M. von Seldeneck 
Diversified Search

DIRECTORS

Larry Bendesky, Esq. 
Saltz Mongeluzzi and Bendesky 

Glenn D. Blumenfeld  
Tactix Real Estate Advisors, LLC

Erin Murphy Boyle 
Ernst & Young LLP

Glenn D. Bryan 
University of Pennsylvania 

Ira A. Brown 
M&T Bank 

Chris Cera 
Arcweb Technologies

John Chou 
AmerisourceBergen Corporation

Katherine L. Clupper 
Public Financial Advisors LLC

Eileen M. Coggins, Esq. 
AmeriHealth Caritas

Keshema Davidson ** 
Cristo Rey Philadelphia High 
School

Steven B. Davis, Esq. 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young

Lisa Detwiler 
Franklin Square Capital Partners

Edward M. Dunham Jr., 
Esq. * 
Spector Gadon Rosen Vinci P.C.

Patrick J. Eiding 
Philadelphia AFL-CIO

Tim Ford ** 
Dilworth Paxon, LLP 

Michael Gebhardt

Christopher E. Hanson, 
MBA,  
CIRA

Dr. Kisha Hortman 
Hawthorne 
Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia

Abigail A. Hazlett. Esq. 
Troutman Pepper 

Aletheia Henry

John Joseph, Esq. 
Post & Schell

Mariya Khandros ** 
University City District

Jillian C. Kirn, Esq. 
Greenberg Traurig

Jannie K. Lau 

Peggy Leimkuhler 
Firstrust Bank

Tom Levy ** 
The Chamber of Commerce of 
Greater Philadelphia

Jonathan B. MacKenzie 
PwC

Jennifer Mantini 
PwC

Greg Montanaro 
Drexel University

Leslie Anne Miller, Esq. 
Leslie Anne Miller, LLC

Stephen W. Miller *

John “Ozzie” Nelson, Jr. 
NELSON

Susan S. Pié, Esq. 

Lori Reiner  
EisnerAmper LLP

Adam Robinson ** 
Museum of the American 
Revolution

Dan Ross 
Day & Zimmermann 

 

Courtney Gilligan Saleski, 
Esq. 
DLA Piper

Anthony D. Shore

Leslie Smallwood-Lewis 
Mosaic Development Partners

Eric Stahl ** 
Crowell & Moring, LLP 

Nicole G. Tell 
BLBB Charitable

Jamison (Jamie) Tranfalia 
Citizens Bank

Joseph P. Ujobai 
Alternative Investment Exchange 
(AIX)

Maulin S. Vidwans, Esq. 
White and Williams

Sandy Vogel ** 
Penn PORES

Linda Washington-Brown 
Horizon House

Melissa Weiler Gerber 
AccessMatters

Dawn Holden Woods 
Turning Points for Children

Thomas Young ** 
Bellevue Strategies

* Emeritus Member 
** Buchholz Fellow

Why Voters in 
Philadelphia Can Trust 
the Election Process


